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FUNDS MANAGERS ‘WHEELING FOR A DAY’ FOR CHARITY
During a time when there is not much positive news to report in the financial markets, seven CEOs from some of Australia’s top funds managers are taking part in an awareness-raising event for charitable organisation, ParaQuad NSW.  The event, called Wheels for a Day, will require each participant to spend some of their ordinary work day in a wheelchair to experience what life is like for wheelchair users.
Wheels for a Day participants are a who’s who of the fund management industry, including BT Financial Group’s Rob Coombe, Perpetual Funds Management’s David Deverall, Investment and Financial Services Association’s (IFSA) Richard Gilbert, Colonial First State’s Brian Bissaker, St George Wealth Management’s Geoff Lloyd, Alliance Bernstein’s Michael Bargholtz, and Barclays Global’s Justin Wood.
A registered event for International Day of People with a Disability, Wheels for a Day is focused on promoting access, particularly in the workplace.  
Colonial First State CEO, Brian Bissaker sees accessibility in the workplace as vitally important.  “It (an accessible workplace) promotes diversity in the workplace and is critical to ensure that everyone has an equal opportunity to work where they choose to” he said.  In a similar vein, IFSA CEO, Richard Gilbert, said that having an accessible workplace “is an important part of living in a caring society” and St George Wealth Management CEO, Geoff Lloyd said it “encourages participation and equal access for all.”
“It is about time employers stopped seeing access as an ‘optional extra’ and started seeing it as a basic human right” said ParaQuad NSW CEO, Max Bosotti.  “Reports indicate that more than 2 million Australians who are of working age have a disability, yet their participation rate in the work force is 30% lower than the general population” he added. 
ParaQuad certainly ‘walks the talk’ when it comes to accessibility, having won the 2008 Jobmatch Employer of the Year Award for employing people with disabilities and an Access Award with their local Council (Auburn).
Wheels for a Day will commence in Sydney’s Martin Place (on the corner of Pitt Street) at 8am on Monday, 10 November 2008.  Participants will then head off to work in their wheelchairs where they will complete certain challenges, such as entering an accessible toilet and carrying a drink.
“This is a great initiative to raise awareness for ParaQuad and the importance of having wheelchair accessible workplaces” said Perpetual’s CEO, David Deverall.
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Media Enquiries:  Contact Deborah Schofield, PR Manager, ParaQuad NSW on (02) 8741 5627 or 0448 018 439 or email deborah.schofield@paraquad.org.au 
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